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House Interim Charge

“Monitor the agencies and programs under the Committee’s jurisdiction and oversee the 

implementation of relevant legislation passed by the 86th Legislature.  Conduct active 

oversight of all associated rulemaking and other governmental actions taken to ensure 

intended legislative outcome of all legislation, including the following: 

SB 14, HB 1960, and HB 2422, which relate to broadband services provided by electric 

cooperatives.  Monitor the implementation of the legislation, including the status of rural 

electric cooperatives deploying broadband fiber in underserved areas.  Monitor the efforts of 

the Texas Department of Transportation in executing state coordination of certain broadband 

development projects in rural areas.”
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Overview - House Bill 2422 (86th Regular Session, 2019)

HB 2422 adds new Subchapter H-1 to Chapter 201, Texas Transportation Code: 

▪ Section 201.672, Texas Transportation Code, requires TxDOT to provide notice on 
TxDOT’s website “of ongoing and planned highway construction projects for which the 
department will provide voluntary joint trenching opportunities in the state’s right-of-way 
for broadband providers.”

▪ Section 201.672, Texas Transportation Code, requires TxDOT to give “special 
consideration” to projects that are likely to improve access to broadband for rural or 
underserved communities and, to the extent practicable, assist political subdivisions in 
taking advantage of voluntary trenching opportunities.

▪ Section 201.673, Texas Transportation Code, requires an annual report to the 
Legislature on:

• Actions being taking by TxDOT to implement the bill; and

• Any costs or cost savings to the state and private entities associated with voluntary 
joint trenching opportunities.   
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TxDOT Utility Policy

▪ A complex framework of federal and state laws provide the legal basis for mandatory 

and permissive location of utilities in TxDOT right of way and provides certain public 

utilities the right to operate, construct and maintain their lines over, under, across, on or 

along highway rights of way. 

▪ TxDOT has the authority to stipulate the location, materials and methods for installation 

and adjustment of utility lines on all highways on the state highway system. This is for 

the safety, protection, use and future development of the highways with due 

consideration given to public service afforded by adequate and economical utility 

installations.

▪ Utility location and relocation activities require close coordination between the state, 

utility companies, cities, counties, and other local governmental entities.

• The best time to identify utility location and relocation issues is in the early planning phases of 

a transportation project.

• Since 2015, TxDOT has hosted utility partnering conferences in order to better collaborate with 

utility partners on upcoming projects that are likely to require utility relocation.  The most recent 

conference was held in December, 2019.
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HB 2422 Implementation & TxDOT Utility Coordination Efforts

▪ TxDOT has updated language on its public-facing Utility 
Accommodations Toolkit website to inform utility 
companies seeking joint trenching opportunities of the 
best methods of using Project Tracker and working with 
TxDOT District utility coordinators.

▪ TxDOT is currently working to integrate the required 
voluntary joint trenching opportunity notice into current 
TxDOT website platforms, such as Project Tracker, that 
provide information on ongoing and planned highway 
construction projects. 

▪ As required by Section 201.673, Texas Transportation 
Code, TxDOT will submit to the legislature a report that 
explains the actions taken in carrying HB 2422 and 
identify costs or cost savings to the state and private 
entities associated with voluntary joint trenching 
opportunities (1st Report Estimated September 2020).

▪ TxDOT will also notify the recently-appointed Governor’s 
Broadband Development Council, as created by HB 
1960 (86R, 2019), on future joint trenching 
opportunities. 
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TxDOT Safety ― #EndTheStreak – 2018 Crash Data
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Questions?
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