H.R. No. 33

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, December 31, 1998, marked the retirement of Texas Supreme Court Justice Raul A. Gonzalez from the state's highest court, and he is indeed worthy of special recognition for his longtime service to his fellow citizens; and


WHEREAS, Justice Gonzalez is a true embodiment of the American Dream, using education as a tool to overcome an impoverished childhood and adolescence and demonstrating remarkable determination as he steadily rose through the ranks of the judicial system to become the first Hispanic appointed to the Texas Supreme Court; and


WHEREAS, A native of Weslaco and the son of migrant workers, Justice Gonzalez graduated from Weslaco High School in 1959 and  later enrolled at The University of Texas at Austin using the money he saved while employed as a migrant worker in California; and


WHEREAS, He earned his bachelor's degree in government in 1963 and was accepted at the University of Houston School of Law, which awarded him his law degree in 1966; some 20 years later this noteworthy gentleman received a master's degree in law from the University of Virginia; and


WHEREAS, Justice Gonzalez began his legal career as an assistant city attorney with the City of Houston and worked for three years as an attorney with the Houston Legal Foundation; he served as assistant United States attorney of the Southern District of Texas, Brownsville Division, from 1969 to 1973, and was employed in private practice from 1973 to 1978; and


WHEREAS, After being elected district judge of the 103rd District Court, Justice Gonzalez's next rung on the ladder of success was reached when he was named associate justice of the 13th Court of Appeals by Governor Bill Clements; he held that post from 1981 to 1984, when Governor Mark White made his historic decision to have him replace retiring Justice Charles Barrow on the Texas Supreme Court; and


WHEREAS, Justice Gonzalez is active in his church and is a member of the Christian Legal Society; he has received numerous awards and accolades during his career, including the St. Thomas More Society Lifetime Achievement Award, the University of Houston Law School's Outstanding Alumnus Award, and St. Mary's Law School's Rosewood Gavel Award as an outstanding jurist; and


WHEREAS, Recognized for his honor and integrity, Justice Gonzalez has been called the social conscience of Texas' most powerful judicial body, and although his presence and guidance will truly be missed, his 20‑year legacy of dedicated service as a member of the judicial system will long be remembered by the citizens of Texas; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 76th Texas Legislature hereby honor Justice Raul A. Gonzalez on the occasion of his retirement from the Texas Supreme Court and commend him for his many years of exemplary service as a jurist; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for Justice Gonzalez as an expression of highest regard by the Texas House of Representatives. 
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                                    _______________________________

                                          Speaker of the House


I certify that H.R. No. 33 was adopted by the House on January 20, 1999, by a non‑record vote. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House

