
By:AAHughes S.B.ANo.A16

(In the SenateA-AFiled MarchA10,A2023; MarchA13,A2023, read

first time and referred to Committee on Education; MarchA30,A2023,

reported adversely, with favorable Committee Substitute by the

following vote: Yeas 9, Nays 3; MarchA30,A2023, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Yea Nay AbsentA PNV

CreightonAAAAA A AXA AAAAAAA AAA

CampbellAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

BettencourtAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

BirdwellAAAAAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA

FloresAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

KingAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

LaMantiaAAAAAAAAAAA AAA AXA AAAAAAA AAA

Men¯ndezAAAAAAAAAAA AAA AXA AAAAAAA AAA

MiddletonAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

ParkerAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

PaxtonAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

SpringerAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

WestAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAA AXA AAAAAAA AAA

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B.ANo.A16 By:AAMiddleton

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the purpose of public institutions of higher education

and a prohibition on compelling students enrolled at those

institutions to adopt certain beliefs.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASubtitle A, Title 3, Education Code, is amended

by adding Chapter 50 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 50. HIGHER EDUCATION PURPOSE

Sec.A50.001.AAHIGHER EDUCATION PURPOSE. A public

institution of higher education must be committed to creating an

environment of:

(1)AAintellectual inquiry and academic freedom so that

all students are equipped for participation in the workforce and

the betterment of society; and

(2)AAintellectual diversity so that all students are

respected and educated regardless of race, sex, or ethnicity or

social, political, or religious background or belief.

SECTIONA2.AASubchapter Z, Chapter 51, Education Code, is

amended by adding Section 51.982 to read as follows:

Sec.A51.982.AAPROHIBITION ON COMPELLING CERTAIN

BELIEFS.AA(a)AAIn this section, "institution of higher education"

has the meaning assigned by Section 61.003.

(b)AAA faculty member of an institution of higher education

may notAcompel or attempt to compel a student enrolled at the

institution to adopt a belief that any race, sex, or ethnicity or

social, political, or religious belief is inherently superior to

any other race, sex, ethnicity, or belief.

SECTIONA3.AAThis Act takes effect immediately if it receives

a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as

provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.AAIf this

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2023.

* * * * *
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=51.901&Date=3/30/2023
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=51&Date=3/30/2023
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=61.003&Date=3/30/2023
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CN&Value=3.39&Date=3/30/2023

