
By:AAShaheen, Bhojani (Senate SponsorA-AWhitmire) H.B.ANo.A598

(In the SenateA-AReceived from the House AprilA20,A2023;

AprilA25,A2023, read first time and referred to Committee on

Criminal Justice; MayA3,A2023, reported favorably by the following

vote: Yeas 5, Nays 0; MayA3,A2023, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA Yea Nay AbsentA PNV

WhitmireAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

FloresAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

BettencourtAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

HinojosaAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

HuffmanAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

KingAAAAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA

MilesAAAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to creating the criminal offense of possession of an

animal by a person who has been previously convicted of an offense

involving animal cruelty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AAChapter 42, Penal Code, is amended by adding

Section 42.107 to read as follows:

Sec.A42.107.AAPOSSESSION OF ANIMAL BY PERSON CONVICTED OF

ANIMAL CRUELTY. (a) A person commits an offense if the person:

(1)AApossesses or exercises control over an animal; and

(2)AAwithin the five-year period preceding the date of

the instant offense, has been previously convicted of an offense

under:

(A)AASection 42.091, 42.092, or 42.10; or

(B)AAfederal law or a penal law of another state

containing elements that are substantially similar to the elements

of an offense described by Paragraph (A).

(b)AAAn offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor,

except that the offense is a Class B misdemeanor if the defendant

has been previously convicted of an offense under this section.

SECTIONA2.AAThis Act takes effect September 1, 2023.

* * * * *
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=42&Date=5/3/2023
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=42.091&Date=5/3/2023
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=42.092&Date=5/3/2023
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=42.10&Date=5/3/2023

