
By:AATaylor, West S.B.ANo.A1444

(In the SenateA-AFiled MarchA10,A2021; MarchA24,A2021, read

first time and referred to Committee on Education; MayA3,A2021,

reported adversely, with favorable Committee Substitute by the

following vote: Yeas 10, Nays 0; MayA3,A2021, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Yea Nay AbsentA PNV

TaylorAAAAAA AAA AXA AAAAAAA AAA

LucioAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

BettencourtAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

HallAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

HughesAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

Men¯ndezAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

PaxtonAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

PerryAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

PowellAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

SchwertnerAAAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA

WestAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B.ANo.A1444 By:AATaylor

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to participation in the uniform group coverage program for

active school employees.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASubchapter C, Chapter 1579, Insurance Code, is

amended by adding Section 1579.1045 to read as follows:

Sec.A1579.1045.AAALTERNATIVE GROUP HEALTH COVERAGE

PROHIBITED. Notwithstanding any other law, a participating entity

may not offer or make available to the entity ’s employees or their

dependents group health coverage not provided under the program.

SECTIONA2.AASubchapter D, Chapter 1579, Insurance Code, is

amended by adding Section 1579.155 to read as follows:

Sec.A1579.155.AAPROGRAM PARTICIPATION: ELECTION. (a)

Effective September 1, 2022, a participating entity may elect to

discontinue the entity’s participation in the program by providing

written notice to the trustee not later than December 31 of the year

preceding the first day of the plan year in which the election will

be effective.

(b)AAA participating entity that elects to discontinue

participation in the program under Subsection (a) may not elect to:

(1)AAparticipate in the program until the fifth

anniversary of the effective date of the entity’s election to

discontinue participation; or

(2)AAdiscontinue the entity’s participation after an

election described by Subdivision (1) until the fifth anniversary

of the effective date of that election.

(c)AAEffective September 1, 2022, an entity that elects to

participate in the program shall provide written notice to the

trustee not later than December 31 of the year preceding the first

day of the plan year in which the election will be effective. The

entity may not elect to discontinue the entity’s participation

until the fifth anniversary of the effective date of the entity’s

election to participate.

(d)AAThe trustee by rule shall prescribe the time and manner

for making an election under this section and may adopt rules

necessary to administer this section.

SECTIONA3.AASections 1579.1045 and 1579.155, Insurance Code,

as added by this Act, apply only to group coverage provided for a

plan year beginning on or after September 1, 2022. A plan year that

begins before that date is governed by the law as it existed
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http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=IN&Value=1579.101&Date=5/3/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=IN&Value=1579&Date=5/3/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=IN&Value=1579.151&Date=5/3/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=IN&Value=1579&Date=5/3/2021


immediately before the effective date of this Act, and that law is

continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTIONA4.AAThis Act takes effect September 1, 2021.

* * * * *
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