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By: Perry S.B. No. 862

(In the Senate - Filed February 14, 2017;
February 27, 2017, read first time and referred to Committee on
Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs; April 6, 2017, reported
adversely, with favorable Committee Substitute by the following
vote: Yeas 4, Nays 3; April 6, 2017, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

Yea Nay Absent PNV
Perry X
Rodriguez X
Creighton X
Hall X
Hinojosa X
Kolkhorst X
Miles X
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B. No. 862 By: Kolkhorst

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to the award of attorney's fees and other costs in certain
proceedings involving a groundwater conservation district.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 36.066(g), Water Code, is amended to
read as follows:

(g) In a suit to which [£E] the district is a party,
[prevails din anysuitotheryr shan asuit3n which 3t voluntarily
intervenes,—the district may seek—-and] the court may [skald] grant
reasonable and necessaryl[+—3in—the interests—of Justice—and——as
Y\V{'\TT‘;ADA 1‘\‘7 Q11'|r\c~on-l--;nn ‘;Y\ 1+ o S amaoa ﬁf"‘";f\?'\ hadlaVWallaht Fath's W4 'FI\V]
provided—by—Subsection—{th)—3in—the same—action —F for
attorney's fees, costs for expert witnesses, and other costs
incurred by the prevailing party [é4stxiet] before the court as are
equitable and just. [The omeount eof +the atteorney's fees shall be

SECTION 2. Section 36.102(d), Water Code, 1is amended to
read as follows:
(d) 1In [}é—%he—d}s%%ie%—p%eva&is—}ﬂ] any suit to enforce the

district's [3%s] rules, the [distxrict may seek—and+the] court may
[shallt] grant reasonable and necessary [againstanyperson—in—the
Ssame—action—recovexry—Ffox]| attorney's fees, costs for expert

witnesses, and other costs incurred by the prevailing party
[8istxriet] before the court as are equitable and just. [
1 q _ ]

SECTION 3. Section 36.066(h), Water Code, is repealed.

SECTION 4. The changes in law made by this Act apply only to
a proceeding commenced under Chapter 36, Water Code, on or after the
effective date of this Act. A proceeding commenced before the
effective date of this Act is governed by the law applicable to the
proceeding immediately before the effective date of this Act, and
that law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 5. This Act takes effect September 1, 2017.

* k% k% % %


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=WA&Value=36.066&Date=4/6/2017
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=WA&Value=36.102&Date=4/6/2017
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=WA&Value=36.066&Date=4/6/2017
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=WA&Value=36&Date=4/6/2017

