SENATE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

COMMITTEE: Intergovernmental Relations

TIME & DATE: 9:00 AM, Monday, August 15, 2016
PLACE: E1.012 (Hearing Room)

CHAIR: Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr.

The Committee will meet to hear invited and public testimony on the
following interim charges:

Charge 2: Examine the processes used by home rule municipalities to adopt
ordinances, rules, and regulations, including those initiated by petition
and voter referendum. Determine if additional statutory safeguards are
necessary to ensure that ballot language accurately describes proposed
initiatives. Identify ways to improve transparency and make
recommendations, if needed, to ensure that local propositions and the
means by which they are put forth to voters, conform with existing state
law.

Charge 4: Study the means by which the Texas Legislature reviews the
creation of municipal management districts (MMDs) by special law to
determine if different processes should be used to evaluate new MMDs
created within populated or developed areas from those created over
undeveloped areas. Identify ways to better assess how the services and
improvements of a proposed MMD within populated or developed areas will
supplement and enhance those provided by other local governments, as well
as if the territory of the proposed MMD encompasses or overlaps area that
is already within other assessment or taxing entities. Make
recommendations, if necessary, to improve the notice provided to
individuals and businesses within populated or developed areas proposed
for inclusion in an MMD.

Charge 5: Review existing statute and rules that govern the Texas
Department of Housing and Community Affairs in light of the recent Supreme
Court decision in Inclusive Communities Project, Inc. vs. TDHCA, et al.
and recommend if any modifications are necessary to conform to the
decision.

Charge 6: Examine ways to improve government accountability in elections
regarding the issuance of public debt. Include a review of the information
that is currently provided to individuals in the voting booth and provide
statutory recommendations, 1f necessary, to improve transparency.

For those from the public who wish to testify, please limit prepared
remarks to 3 minutes. If submitting written testimony, please submit 20
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copies, with your name on each copy, to the Committee during the hearing.




