
By:AABirdwell, et al. S.B.ANo.A523
(In the Senate - Filed FebruaryA10,A2015; FebruaryA18,A2015,

read first time and referred to Committee on Agriculture, Water,
and Rural Affairs; AprilA1,A2015, reported adversely, with
favorable Committee Substitute by the following vote: Yeas 7,
NaysA0; AprilA1,A2015, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA Yea Nay AbsentA PNV
PerryAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
ZaffiriniAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
CreightonAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
HallAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
HinojosaAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
KolkhorstAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
RodrÕguezAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B.ANo.A523 By:AAHall

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to the sunset review of river authorities.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTIONA1.AASUNSET ACT. Chapter 325, Government Code, is

amended by adding Section 325.025 to read as follows:
Sec.A325.025.AARIVER AUTHORITIES SUBJECT TO REVIEW. (a)AAA

river authority listed in Subsection (b) is subject to a limited
review under this chapter as if it were a state agency but may not be
abolished.

(b)AAThis section applies to the:
(1)AAAngelina and Neches River Authority;
(2)AABandera County River Authority and Groundwater

District;
(3)AABrazos River Authority;
(4)AACentral Colorado River Authority;
(5)AAGuadalupe-Blanco River Authority;
(6)AALavaca-Navidad River Authority;
(7)AALower Colorado River Authority;
(8)AALower Neches Valley Authority;
(9)AANueces River Authority;
(10)AAPalo Duro River Authority of Texas;
(11)AARed River Authority of Texas;
(12)AASabine River Authority of Texas;
(13)AASan Antonio River Authority;
(14)AASan Jacinto River Authority;
(15)AASulphur River Basin Authority;
(16)AATrinity River Authority of Texas;
(17)AAUpper Colorado River Authority; and
(18)AAUpper Guadalupe River Authority.

(c)AAThe limited review under this chapter must assess each
river authority ’s:

(1)AAgovernance;
(2)AAmanagement;
(3)AAoperating structure; and
(4)AAcompliance with legislative requirements.

(d)AAA river authority shall pay the cost incurred by the
commission in performing a review of the authority under this
section. The commission shall determine the cost, and the
authority shall pay the amount promptly on receipt of a statement
from the commission detailing the cost.

(e)AAA river authority reviewed by the commission under this
section may not be required to conduct a management audit under
Chapter 292, Title 30, Texas Administrative Code, during the

1-1
1-2
1-3
1-4
1-5
1-6

1-7

1-8
1-9

1-10
1-11
1-12
1-13
1-14
1-15

1-16

1-17
1-18

1-19
1-20
1-21
1-22
1-23
1-24
1-25
1-26
1-27
1-28
1-29
1-30
1-31
1-32
1-33
1-34
1-35
1-36
1-37
1-38
1-39
1-40
1-41
1-42
1-43
1-44
1-45
1-46
1-47
1-48
1-49
1-50
1-51
1-52
1-53
1-54
1-55
1-56
1-57
1-58
1-59
1-60

1



five-year period after the year in which, if the authority were a
state agency, the authority would be scheduled to be abolished
under this chapter.

SECTIONA2.AAANGELINA AND NECHES RIVER AUTHORITY. Subchapter
A, Chapter 8501, Special District Local Laws Code, is amended by
adding Section 8501.0015 to read as follows:

Sec.A8501.0015.AAAPPLICATION OF SUNSET ACT. (a)AAThe
authority is subject to review under Chapter 325, Government Code
(Texas Sunset Act), but may not be abolished under that chapter.
The review shall be conducted under Section 325.025, Government
Code, as if the authority were a state agency scheduled to be
abolished September 1, 2017, and every 12th year after that year.

(b)AAThe authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA3.AABANDERA COUNTY RIVER AUTHORITY AND GROUNDWATER
DISTRICT. Chapter 629, Acts of the 62nd Legislature, Regular
Session, 1971, is amended by adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe district is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the district were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2017, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe district shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the district shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA4.AACENTRAL COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY. Subchapter A,
Chapter 8505, Special District Local Laws Code, is amended by
adding Section 8505.0021 to read as follows:

Sec.A8505.0021.AAAPPLICATION OF SUNSET ACT. (a)AAThe
authority is subject to review under Chapter 325, Government Code
(Texas Sunset Act), but may not be abolished under that chapter.
The review shall be conducted under Section 325.025, Government
Code, as if the authority were a state agency scheduled to be
abolished September 1, 2017, and every 12th year after that year.

(b)AAThe authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA5.AAGUADALUPE-BLANCO RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 75,
Acts of the 43rd Legislature, 1st Called Session, 1933, is amended
by adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe District is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the District were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2017, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe District shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the District shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA6.AALAVACA-NAVIDAD RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 186,
Acts of the 50th Legislature, Regular Session, 1947, is amended by
adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe District is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the District were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2019, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe District shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
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Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the District shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA7.AALOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 8503,
Special District Local Laws Code, is amended by adding Section
8503.0021 to read as follows:

Sec.A8503.0021.AAAPPLICATION OF SUNSET ACT. (a)AAThe
authority is subject to review under Chapter 325, Government Code
(Texas Sunset Act), but may not be abolished under that chapter.
The review shall be conducted under Section 325.025, Government
Code, as if the authority were a state agency scheduled to be
abolished September 1, 2019, and every 12th year after that year.

(b)AAThe authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA8.AALOWER NECHES VALLEY AUTHORITY. Subchapter A,
Chapter 8504, Special District Local Laws Code, is amended by
adding Section 8504.0021 to read as follows:

Sec.A8504.0021.AAAPPLICATION OF SUNSET ACT. (a)AAThe
authority is subject to review under Chapter 325, Government Code
(Texas Sunset Act), but may not be abolished under that chapter.
The review shall be conducted under Section 325.025, Government
Code, as if the authority were a state agency scheduled to be
abolished September 1, 2019, and every 12th year after that year.

(b)AAThe authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA9.AANUECES RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 427, Acts of the
44th Legislature, 1st Called Session, 1935, is amended by adding
Section 1.02A to read as follows:

Sec.A1.02A.AAAPPLICATION OF SUNSET ACT. (a)AAThe authority
is subject to review under Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas
Sunset Act), but may not be abolished under that chapter. The
review shall be conducted under Section 325.025, Government Code,
as if the authority were a state agency scheduled to be abolished
September 1, 2019, and every 12th year after that year.

(b)AAThe authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA10.AAPALO DURO RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS. Chapter
438, Acts of the 63rd Legislature, Regular Session, 1973, is
amended by adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe Authority is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the Authority were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2021, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe Authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the Authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA11.AARED RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS. Chapter 279, Acts
of the 56th Legislature, Regular Session, 1959, is amended by
adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe Authority is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the Authority were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2021, and every 12th
year after that year.
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(b)AAThe Authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the Authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA12.AASABINE RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS. Chapter 110,
Acts of the 51st Legislature, Regular Session, 1949, is amended by
adding Section 2A to read as follows:

Sec.A2A.AA(a)AAThe district is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the district were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2021, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe district shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the district shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA13.AABRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 8502, Special
District Local Laws Code, is amended by adding Section 8502.0021 to
read as follows:

Sec.A8502.0021.AAAPPLICATION OF SUNSET ACT. (a)AAThe
authority is subject to review under Chapter 325, Government Code
(Texas Sunset Act), but may not be abolished under that chapter.
The review shall be conducted under Section 325.025, Government
Code, as if the authority were a state agency scheduled to be
abolished September 1, 2023, and every 12th year after that year.

(b)AAThe authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA14.AASAN ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 276, Acts
of the 45th Legislature, Regular Session, 1937, is amended by
adding Section 1-a to read as follows:

Sec.A1-a.AAAPPLICATION OF SUNSET ACT. (a)AAThe District is
subject to review under Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset
Act), but may not be abolished under that chapter. The review shall
be conducted under Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the
District were a state agency scheduled to be abolished September 1,
2023, and every 12th year after that year.

(b)AAThe District shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the District shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA15.AASAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 426, Acts
of the 45th Legislature, Regular Session, 1937, is amended by
adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A. (a)AAThe District is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the District were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2023, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe District shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the District shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA16.AASULPHUR RIVER BASIN AUTHORITY. Sections 1A(a)
and (c), Chapter 3, Acts of the 69th Legislature, 1st Called
Session, 1985, are amended to read as follows:

(a)AAThe authority is subject to review under Chapter 325,
Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be abolished under
that chapter [as if it were a state agency]. The review shall be
conducted under Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the
authority were a state agency scheduled to be abolished September
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1, 2023, and every 12th year after that year [Unless the authority
is continued in existence, the authority is abolished and this Act
expires September 1, 2017].

(c)AAThe authority shall pay the costs incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the [a] review [of the authority
under this section]. The Sunset Advisory Commission shall
determine the costs, and the authority shall pay the amount
promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the costs.

SECTIONA17.AATRINITY RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS. Chapter 518,
Acts of the 54th Legislature, Regular Session, 1955, is amended by
adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe Authority is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the Authority were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2023, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe Authority shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the Authority shall pay
the amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset
Advisory Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA18.AAUPPER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 126,
General Laws, Acts of the 44th Legislature, Regular Session, 1935,
is amended by adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe District is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the District were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2021, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe District shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the District shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA19.AAUPPER GUADALUPE RIVER AUTHORITY. Chapter 5,
page 1062, Special Laws, Acts of the 46th Legislature, Regular
Session, 1939, is amended by adding Section 1A to read as follows:

Sec.A1A.AA(a)AAThe District is subject to review under
Chapter 325, Government Code (Texas Sunset Act), but may not be
abolished under that chapter. The review shall be conducted under
Section 325.025, Government Code, as if the District were a state
agency scheduled to be abolished September 1, 2021, and every 12th
year after that year.

(b)AAThe District shall pay the cost incurred by the Sunset
Advisory Commission in performing the review. The Sunset Advisory
Commission shall determine the cost, and the District shall pay the
amount promptly on receipt of a statement from the Sunset Advisory
Commission detailing the cost.

SECTIONA20.AAREPEALER. Sections 1A(b) and (d), Chapter 3,
Acts of the 69th Legislature, 1st Called Session, 1985, are
repealed.

SECTIONA21.AAEFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect
immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of all the members
elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas
Constitution. If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for
immediate effect, this Act takes effect September 1, 2015.

* * * * *
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http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CN&Value=3.39&Date=4/1/2015

