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By: Sheets (Senate Sponsor - Huffman) H.B. No. 1692

(In the Senate - Received from the House May 12, 2015;
May 12, 2015, read first time and referred to Committee on State
Affairs; May 19, 2015, reported favorably by the following vote:
Yeas 8, Nays 1; May 19, 2015, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

Yea Nay Absent PNV
Huf fman X
Ellis X
Birdwell
Creighton
Estes
Fraser
Nelson
Schwertner
Zaffirini
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to the doctrine of forum non conveniens.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Sections 71.051(e) and (h), Civil Practice and
Remedies Code, are amended to read as follows:

(e) The court may not stay or dismiss a plaintiff's claim
under Subsection (b) if the plaintiff is a legal resident of this
state or a derivative claimant of a legal resident of this state.
The determination of whether a claim may be stayed or dismissed
under Subsection (b) shall be made with respect to each plaintiff
without regard to whether the claim of any other plaintiff may be
stayed or dismissed under Subsection (b) and without regard to a
plaintiff's country of citizenship or national origin. If an
action involves both plaintiffs who are legal residents of this
state and plaintiffs who are not, the court shall consider the
factors provided by Subsection (b) and determine whether to deny
the motion or to [may—met] stay or dismiss the claim of any
plaintiff who 1is not a [aetieon —under Subseection (b} 3£ +he
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(h) For purposes of Subsection (e) [Fathis-section]:
(1) "Derivative claimant'" means a person whose damages

were caused by personal 1njury to or the wrongful death of another

(2) "Plaintiff" means a party seeking recovery of
damages for personal injury or wrongful death. [Fa—a—cause—of
D(“"“|f\Y\ ‘|Y\ \'71"\1f“l’\ = Y\DV"-Y7 C‘QQ]’C" VQ(“I\TTQVY7 f\": Aamnrvoo 'an 'T\DVC‘I'\Y\D1

vvvvvvvv a—party ¥y amag for personal
s o ; .
+retuees—ooth—thar—other —person——ehd—tae—parby—Seckina—sueh

reecovery-] The term does not 1nclude
(A) a counterclaimant, cross—-claimant, or
third-party plaintiff or a person who is assigned a cause of action


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CP&Value=71.051&Date=5/19/2015
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for personal injury; or
(B) a representative, administrator, guardian,
or next friend who is not otherwise a derivative claimant of a legal
resident of this state [+—eox—who—accepts—an—appointment—as——a
i . . 1l 4 : . h bod £oit]
for oses—of affecting—in WY : + i
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purposes—of affecting in any way the application of +this
seczion].

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to an action commenced on or after the effective date of this Act.
An action commenced before the effective date of this Act is
governed by the law applicable to the action immediately before the
effective date of this Act, and that law is continued in effect for
that purpose.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives
a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as
provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this
Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this
Act takes effect September 1, 2015.
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