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SENATE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  

COMMITTEE: Health & Human Services   

TIME & DATE: 11:00 AM, Thursday, August 14, 2014   

PLACE: E1.016 (Hearing Room)   

CHAIR: Senator Charles Schwertner   

  

 

The Senate Committee on Health and Human Services will take up the 

following charges: 

 

Charge #7 - Monitor the implementation of legislation addressed by the 

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services, 83rd Legislature, Regular 

Session, and make recommendations for any legislation needed to improve, 

enhance, and/or complete implementation, including but not limited to: 

 Monitor implementation of initiatives aimed at improving the 

quality and efficiency of Medicaid long-term care services and 

supports, including the redesign of services for individuals with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

 Monitor implementation of initiatives aimed at reducing fraud, 

waste, and abuse in Texas Medicaid and other health and human 

services programs. 

 Dental Board Reforms: Monitor implementation of initiatives aimed 

at improving the State Board of Dental Examiners' ability to 

protect public safety, including strengthening the Board's 

authority and enforcement powers, improving the complaint review 

and resolution processes, and increasing staffing to improve the 

Board's ability to respond to complaints and potential fraudulent 

activity. Determine whether there are additional changes 

necessary to ensure that the Board is able to regulate the 

practice of dentistry and ensure public safety. 

 Cancer Prevention and Research Institute: Monitor implementation 

of initiatives aimed at restructuring the governance structure, 

eliminating conflicts of interest, and increasing transparency at 

the Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT). 

 

Charge #4 - Identify cost-effective alternatives to Medicaid and the 

Affordable Care Act to better connect low income individuals to health 

care services through private market-based solutions, including Medicaid 

block grants and waivers. Recommendations should strive to encourage cost 

sharing, promote personal responsibility, reduce uncompensated care costs, 

contain increasing health care costs, improve access to care, address 

access to emergency department care issues in rural areas, promote the use 

of existing private coverage or employee sponsored coverage, reduce non-

emergency use of emergency departments, and reduce the need for federal 

approval to the state Medicaid plan. 
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Public testimony will be limited to 3 minutes. 

If submitting written testimony, please provide 15 copies with your name 

on each. 

 
 

  


