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R E S O L U T I O N
WHEREAS, A community that honors its military veterans sends a stirring message to citizens about the importance of serving one's country and defending the ideals that each American holds dear; and
WHEREAS, In opening the Dustin Michael Sekula Memorial Library, the City of Edinburg is providing not only a valuable place of learning for local residents but a tribute to a fallen hero who courageously gave his life in service to this nation; and
WHEREAS, On April 1, 2004, U.S. Marine Lance Corporal Dustin Michael Sekula became the first person from Hidalgo County to be killed in the Iraq War; a 2003 graduate of Edinburg North High School, Mr. Sekula had developed into a skilled horseman during his youth and was active in FFA and a variety of church activities; though he was eligible for a college scholarship, this selfless young man insisted on fulfilling his personal commitment to serve in uniform and did so with the utmost valor; and
WHEREAS, In addition to being a concerned citizen and a brave Marine, Corporal Sekula was an avid reader, and that makes yet another excellent reason why his name is so appropriate on this fine new library facility; encompassing nearly 36,000 square feet filled with thousands of books, CDs, and DVDs, the Dustin Michael Sekula Memorial Library includes a spacious children's area and a puppet stage for younger users as well as computer training facilities, study and meeting rooms, and a garden for the benefit of all patrons; and
WHEREAS, This meaningful occasion also provides an opportunity to pay tribute to three additional area residents who made the ultimate sacrifice in Iraq; our hearts go out to the friends and family of U.S. Army Sergeant Christopher Ramirez, who died on April 14, 2004, U.S. Army Specialist Mark Anthony Zapata, who was killed on August 15, 2004, and U.S. Marine Lance Corporal Benito A. Ramirez, whose life came to an end on May 21, 2006; like so many Rio Grande Valley residents before them, these outstanding servicemen admirably fulfilled their duty and have left behind a legacy of service that the passage of time will never diminish; and
WHEREAS, An impressive new community institution, the Dustin Michael Sekula Memorial Library will be a vital asset to the city of Edinburg that will better equip its residents to study and learn and, in so doing, will help prepare them to exercise their democratic responsibilities in guiding the course of this great nation; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 80th Texas Legislature hereby congratulate the City of Edinburg on the grand opening of the Dustin Michael Sekula Memorial Library and pay tribute to the memory of Corporal Sekula and the other area veterans who have distinguished themselves in the United States armed forces.
Pena
______________________________
Speaker of the House     
I certify that H.R. No. 1684 was adopted by the House on May 11, 2007, by a non-record vote.
______________________________
Chief Clerk of the House   
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